
 

               
 
 

State Policy Advocacy and Reform Center (SPARC) 
 
Defining SPARC 
 
The State Policy Advocacy and Reform Center (SPARC) is a national resource center formed by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation and the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative to strengthen the existing network of state child welfare 
policy advocates working to achieve comprehensive reforms for children and families involved in child welfare 
systems. First Focus, a bipartisan advocacy organization working to make children and families a priority in policy and 
budget discussions, will coordinate SPARC. Partners include ChildFocus, Child Trends, the North American Council 
on Adoptable Children, and Yali Lincroft. 
 
Network of State Advocates 
 
Over the next five years, SPARC will support a broad-based network of reform-minded child welfare policy advocates 
pursuing both focused solutions to discrete problems and comprehensive child welfare reform. Though resources will 
support policy advocates in every interested state, SPARC will also target assistance for “big wins,” helping a few 
states gain significant achievements that could inspire policy change on a national scale. 
 
SPARC will do this by emphasizing three core components as it supports state child welfare advocacy partners: 
technical assistance that deepens the partners’ knowledge of child welfare policies and communications strategies; 
peer-to-peer learning and information-sharing among state advocates; and evidence-based guidance on policy issues 
and reform strategies that draw on leading child welfare expertise. 
 
Tackling Timely Issues 
 
SPARC will support a broad range of policy efforts, focusing attention on issues identified as priorities by leading 
state advocates. Possible areas of focus include but are not limited to strengthening families to safely prevent 
removing children from their homes, permanency for older youth, child-focused adoptive parent recruitment, post-
adoption services, educational stability for children in foster care, funding for permanency efforts, eliminating 
unnecessary delays in court processes, improving legal representation for children and families involved in the child 
welfare system, better regulation of psychotropic medications for children in foster care, reducing institutional 
placement of children, and customized services for immigrant children and their families. 
 
SPARC will help states assess their front-end policies and practices and promote the use of evidence-based child 
abuse and neglect prevention models, and explore alternative pathways to stability, such as alternative response, 
supported kinship diversion and other approaches with a particular focus on addressing the impact of poverty on 
child welfare system involvement. 
 
Learn More 
 
For more information, please contact Shadi Houshyar, VP of Child Welfare Policy, First Focus, at 
shadih@firstfocus.net. 


